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Choosing your options

WELCOME TO

THE DE MONTFORT SCHOOL

T

his is a very exciting time for

From January 2020 (for TDMS

students currently in Year 8 at

students), there will be taster

The De Montfort School, and

experiences in all option subjects,

for students in other schools that are

which will provide an invaluable

considering joining us next year.

opportunity to explore our Key Stage
4 courses.

In the next few months, Year 8 students
will be making life-changing decisions

On Thursday 23rd January 2020 we

as they select their GCSE options

will be holding the Year 8 Options

choices.

Evening, which will enable parents
and students to find out more

Although all students will continue with
core subjects (English Language,
English Literature, Maths, Science, PE

detailed information from subject
leaders, as well as asking questions
before making their options choices.

and SE), TDMS students will be able to
choose four optional subjects that will

Thank you for reading this booklet and

make up 40% of their curriculum.

supporting your child at this very
important time.

We believe that our Key Stage 4
curriculum at The De Montfort School is In 2019, our Key Stage 4 Results
exceptional, offering more challenge,

placed us as one of the most

diversity and better progression.

improved schools in the county. Our
direction of travel is clear and our

The breadth of our Key Stage 4
curriculum was rightly praised by Ofsted
(November 2019). For 2020, we are

determination is unrelenting. We
hope that you will want to join us on
that journey.

offering 25 different GCSE and BTEC
courses to choose from.
Please read this booklet very carefully
as it explains our Year 9 curriculum from
September 2020, as well as giving
detailed information about individual
courses.

GUY NICHOLS
HEADTEACHER

WELCOME
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Making the
Important Decisions
Making the Important Decisions

N

ext year will be exciting

We are very aware that for some,

and very different. As you

this might not be an easy process,

enter Year 9, your

but we will be with you every step of

educational life will change. For the
first time, you have the chance to
make decisions and choices
regarding your own education.

It is vital that you make decisions
based on your education and
interests and not let your other

As you make these decisions, you

students influence you. I strongly

need to ensure you have thoroughly

recommend you discuss these

discussed, investigated and

decisions with your parents, teachers,

considered the implications of your

and form tutors, as well as our

choices.

careers adviser, Mrs Gwinett. I cannot
stress the importance of giving these

Having overseen the most
academically successful year in the

decisions your fullest thought and
consideration.

school’s recent history, trust me when
I say, getting this right, now, might be

You are privileged to have this

hard but it is harder to rectify poor

exciting opportunity: very few schools

decisions later in your education.

offer their students such a wide
range of choices. So, please enjoy it

This booklet is designed to assist you
in making those decisions, as it
contains information about how you

and don’t worry. All of us at The De
Montfort School are here to help and
guide you through the process.

choose your options and further
details of the subjects you will be

I am so excited about this and am

able to study. It also contains

looking forward to working with you

information about how you will be

over the next three years and being

assessed, the subject content

there when you receive your brilliant

covered and the skills required for

grades at the end of Year 11.

you to be successful within these
subjects.
The options we offer at The De
Montfort School are designed to
inspire and motivate students to
realise their potential and to pursue
their dreams and ambitions. While
you will gain subject specific
knowledge, you will also acquire
lifelong skills that will help you wherever your career may take you.

4

the way.

MAKING THE IMPORTANT DECISIONS

MR A BALLANTINE
YEAR 8 HEAD OF
LEARNING

“I got great results from great
teachers.”
“The teachers really push us to
believe in ourselves and do our
very best”
_________________________

YEAR 11 STUDENTS

MAKING THE IMPORTANT DECISIONS

5 MAKING

“From the moment I walked
into the school to the moment I
left, every student I came
across was polite, friendly and
respectful.”
____________

PARENT
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or the first time in your school

other subjects, such as English and

career you have the freedom to

Maths. So, have a look at the current

choose your subjects. An

prospectus and view the current entry

exciting but daunting task! The

requirements on the school website to

selections you make now will affect

check.

your future education and possible
career options. They will affect your
enjoyment and experiences at school
and your results will stay with you
forever, so now is the time to do your
research, explore future career paths,
and talk to your teachers so you can
make the right decisions.

Once you have completed your GCSEs
and A-Levels you may then be
thinking of going on to University to
study for a degree level course. Many
TDMS Sixth Form students continue on
to study at degree level, so it is
important that you ensure that your
GCSE and A-Level choices support

An outstanding set of grades will

any future plans or entry requirements

increase your choices later in life and

certain universities, careers or

will ‘open doors’ for you in the future.

apprenticeships require. If you are
unsure about what you would like to

Universities and employers have one

do later in life, do not worry. Choose a

thing in common – they look for young

balance of subjects and keep your

people with an all-round education,

options open.

wide interests, experience and good
qualifications.

My advice is to choose subjects you
enjoy, and then work hard to get the

When considering choices for GCSEs

outstanding grades that you deserve.

you should already have an eye on the

If you require any further information

subjects you may wish to study in the

regarding TDMS Sixth Form or advice

Sixth Form. It is now compulsory to

about university entrance

stay in education or training until Year

requirements, please contact me:

13 and we would love you to stay at

tdolan@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

TDMS. Our Sixth Form offers a blend
of experiences to suit individual needs

Good luck with your studies. I look

and aspirations, with pathways that

forward to welcoming you into our

incorporate A-Levels and BTECs, as

Sixth Form in 2023.

well as a broad enrichment
programme.
There are set entry requirements to
progress into the Sixth Form.
Additionally, to study some subjects at
A-Level you will need to have studied
them at GCSE level, Others will be
totally new, and places may be
dependent on results in

Further Education &
Thinking Ahead

F

Further Education & Thinking Ahead

MR TIM DOLAN
DEPUTY HEAD & ACTING
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM
FURTHER EDUCATION & THINKING AHEAD

7

What
happens
next?

Read the details carefully for each
core and option subject

WHEN THERE IS SO MUCH CHOICE, WE
KNOW THAT MAKING DECISIONS CAN BE
DIFFICULT.

Speak to your teacher, form tutor and
Head of Learning

TO ENSURE YOU MAKE THE BEST DECISIONS,
HERE IS SOME HELPFUL ADVICE:

THINGS THAT YOU SHOULD DO

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Read the curriculum guidance for each option subject very
carefully
Speak to your teachers, your tutor and Head of Learning to
ask their advice

Find out more and ask more questions at
the Taster Sessions and Options Evening

Read the advice from the Head of Sixth Form at the start of
this guide
Think about where your options choices might lead
Consider subjects that you enjoy and are likely to succeed
in
Make your choices

THINGS THAT YOU SHOULD NOT DO

✘
✘
✘

Pick a subject just because your friends are choosing it
Pick a subject because you like a particular teacher
Pick a subject because you think it is easy
Fill out the Options Form at
the back of this guide

8
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Taster Sessions

Year 8 Options Evening in the Large Hall at The De Montfort School

Key Stage 4 Options Application Window opens

Key Stage 4 Options Application Window closes

Applications processing begins

Option Offers letter given to all Year 8 students

First teaching of Key Stage 4 begins
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What we believe

What we
believe
BEST FOR CHOICE
With over 30 subjects covered within our core and options, including exciting new BTEC courses in Engineering and Digital IT

BEST FOR CHALLENGE
With the academic rigour of Ebacc subjects, including opportunities to study Computer Science and Biology, Chemistry and
Physics as three separate Science GCSEs

10
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BEST FOR ENGAGEMENT
With students able to take three options from the beginning of Year 9

BEST FOR SUPPORT
With a highly personalised curriculum and an excellent team of Heads of Learning and Senior Intervention Tutors that
understand the needs of every student

BEST FOR SIXTH FORM
With clear progression routes into either academic or vocational courses in our new Sixth Form curriculum
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Core Subjects &
Options Explained

CORE SUBJECTS
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A

ll students study GCSE courses in the core subjects of English
Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Physical Education
and Science (Core and Additional). Personal and Social

Education and Careers Education are delivered through tutor-based sessions
once a week.

CORE SUBJECT

LESSON FREQUENCY

English Language and Literature

5 lessons per week*

Mathematics

4 lessons per week

Science

6 lessons per week

Physical Education

2 lessons per week

Personal & Social Education

1 lesson per week

* NB in Year 11 curriculum time for English increases to 6 lessons per week
The core curriculum accounts for the majority of a student’s timetable.

BANDING IN YEARS 9-11
In Year 9, students are usually placed into two bands; Purple Band and Red
Band.
The Purple Band follows a more accelerated and academic curriculum, while
the Red Band curriculum has smaller classes for more individual support.
A student’s banding is determined by:
•

Their academic progress in Years 7 and 8

•

Their attainment in the Key Stage 2 SATs exams

•

Their attitude to learning profile

Banding arrangements are reviewed each term.
Unlike in other schools, a student’s band does not constrain their Key Stage
4 GCSE and BTEC options. However, we do recommend that all students in
sets 8A1 or 8A2, for either English or Maths, take either History or
Geography GCSE subject, plus Spanish GCSE. This will ensure that they gain
all the qualifications needed to meet the full Ebacc qualification.

CORE SUBJECTS AND OP TIONS EXPLAINED

YEAR 9 OPTIONS 2020-2023

T

here are four option choices covering a diverse range of GCSE and BTEC courses. Each option has four lessons
per week. The options subjects account for 40% of a student’s timetable. Our option choices have been
constructed around the principle of giving students a wide range of choices while building in the academic

challenge needed to support future A-Level, apprenticeship and university choices.
We expect the overwhelming majority of students to choose at least one Ebacc subject. However, we recognise that every
student has individual needs. The provisional option blocks for 2020 are set out below:

CHOOSE 1 FROM BLOCK A

CHOOSE 1 FROM BLOCK B

History GCSE

Art and Design GCSE

Geography GCSE

Geography GCSE

Spanish GCSE

Spanish GCSE

Computer Science GCSE

Psychology GCSE

Triple Science GCSE

Business Studies GCSE

Music GCSE

Hair and Beauty VTCE

Sport BTEC

Engineering BTEC

Health and Social Care BTEC

Digital Media CAMNAT

Travel and Tourism BTEC

Music Technology and Production (BTEC)

CHOOSE 1 FROM BLOCK C

CHOOSE 1 FROM BLOCK D

Drama GCSE

Dance GCSE

Media Studies GCSE

Computer Science GCSE

Psychology GCSE

Sociology GCSE

Physical Education GCSE

Design & Technology GCSE

Food and Nutrition GCSE

Philosophy and Ethics GCSE

Music GCSE

History GCSE

Art and Design GCSE or Textiles GCSE

Business Studies GCSE

Digital Media CAMNAT

Sport BTEC

Geography GCSE

Drama GCSE

CORE SUBJECTS AND OPTIONS EXPLAINED
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OPTION SUBJECTS
// CONTINUED

EBACC SUBJECTS
The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) is a recent initiative
introduced by the government to encourage students to
pick academically rigorous subjects. Although the Ebacc
is used within school league tables, it is unclear how
important it will be for students in terms of future
employment or university applications.
A student is deemed to have passed the Ebacc if they
gain a grade 4 or above in English, Maths, two or more
Sciences (including Computer Science), a Modern Foreign
Language and a Humanities subject (History or
Geography).

VOCATIONAL COURSES
Vocational courses provide an alternative pathway for
students at Key Stage 4. In 2019, we will offer courses in
Health and Social Care, Travel and Tourism, Music,
Performing Arts and Sport. We expect all of these
courses to be very popular, as they have been in previous
years.

ASSESSMENT
Since 2018, all GCSE subjects are assessed accordingly
to the 9-1 grading framework, with 9 being the highest
grade. The illustration on the next page shows how the
9-1 grading system compares with the traditional letter
grades system. BTEC courses are graded on Distinction*,
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

OPTION BLOCKS
To ensure that we get the best and most economic model
for the school, we organise curriculum subjects into
blocks.
When students make their options choices, they will
need to choose a subject from one of the four option
blocks on the previous page.
.

14

CORE SUBJECTS AND OP TIONS EXPLAINED

A

s you may know, in 2018 (or 2017 in the case of English and
Maths) the old-style GCSE grades were replaced by a new
numbering system. Grade 1 is the lowest grade, equivalent to a

current grade G, while grade 9 is equivalent to a top A*. A grade 4 is roughly
equivalent to a Grade C.

Source: https://newgcses.campaign.gov.uk/

Core Subjects &
Options Explained

GCSE (9-1) ASSESSMENT

When students begin their GCSEs, we assess them against age related
expectation, just as we do for Years 7 and 8. Then, in Years 10 and 11, we
assess students against the GCSE 9-1 grades.
Throughout their GCSE courses, The De Montfort School students are
formally graded four times a year, leading to a progress report, which is
emailed to parents.
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Core
Subjects
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CORE SUBJECTS

“I honestly believe that you have
created a school environment
where each pupil feels they are a
person and not just a number.”
____________

PARENT
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8700

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Explorations in creative reading and writing
Students will develop skills of insight and reading for meaning; they will thoroughly deconstruct texts and consider the effects
of writers’ linguistic and structural choices. Fiction Text choices from Pre-1914 to contemporary extracts will help to add
variety and challenge, as well as leaving the students fully prepared for the examinations – and their future as lifelong readers.
To prepare for the written section, students will be equipped with a well-stocked creative writer’s toolkit. Imagination is high
on the agenda here too; students will work with a range of ‘springboard’ still and moving images to help inspire their
creativity.
Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
The focus of this unit moves to non-fiction, allowing students to explore media-based texts such as websites, magazines,
newspaper articles and blogs. We will also explore Pre-1914 non-fiction, including diaries, autobiographies and reports.
Students will consider how ideas and opinions are expressed, and will search for a sub text. Putting their reading non-fiction
knowledge into practice, students will apply their writing skills to producing non-fiction texts to express their opinions on a
range of issues. This is a highly functional unit, designed to equip students for a communicative and articulate future.

ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
All English GCSE qualifications are assessed by terminal examinations. Reading and writing has equal weighting. Speaking
and listening is assessed but does not contribute to the overall grade.
Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing
Section A: Reading response to literary fiction
Section B: Descriptive or Narrative writing
Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
Section A: Reading response to non-fiction and literary non-fiction
Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint
GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Understand and communicate with the world around them

•

Empathise with others

•

Understand the subtle sub texts that exist in communication

•

Develop reading and writing skills that are lifelong
CONTACTS

Faculty/Subject Lead:

Miss T Scanlon

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse
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CORE SUBJECTS

TScanlon@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

ENGLISH LITERATURE
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8702

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
To develop an appreciation and understanding of our great literary heritage, students will be immersed in fantastic and
popular texts that have retained a timeless appeal. There will be a full study of a Shakespeare play and a Victorian novel.
Modern Texts and Poetry
To contrast with our Shakespeare study, students will focus on a 20th Century drama text and will pick apart the themes and
messages that lie within. Students will enjoy a full immersion in poetry, from classic Romanticism to works by the current Poet
Laureate. They will develop sharp analytical skills and will be able to approach poetry confidently and independently.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
All English GCSE qualifications are assessed by terminal examinations. Reading and writing has equal weighting. Speaking
and listening is assessed but does not contribute to the overall grade.
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel [External Examination, 1 hour 45 mins, 40%]
Section A: Students will answer one question on Romeo and Juliet and will comment on an unseen extract in detail, as
well as the play as a whole.
Section B: Students will answer one question on a text studied in class (for example, A Christmas Carol, Frankenstein, Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde) and will comment on an unseen extract in detail, as well as the novel as a whole.
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry [External Examination, 2 hours 15 minutes, 60%]
Section A: Students will answer a question on the contemporary drama text, DNA.
Section B: Students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and one other poem
from their chosen anthology cluster.
Section C: Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a second
unseen poem.
GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Understand and communicate with the world around them

•

Empathise with others

•

Appreciate our rich literary heritage

•

Read literary texts for pleasure – for the rest of their life!
CONTACTS

Faculty/Subject Lead:

Miss T Scanlon

TScanlon@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse

CORE SUBJECTS
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MATHEMATICS
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8300

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
There are 2 tiers of entry:
Foundation Tier: Grades 1-5
Higher Tier: Grades 4-9
The course is broken up into 6 strands:
1.

Number: Foundation 25% / Higher 15%

2.

Algebra: Foundation 20% / Higher 30%

3.

Ratio, proportion and rates of change: Foundation 25% / Higher 20%

4.

Geometry and Measures: Foundation 15% / Higher 20%

5.

Probability / 6 Statistics: Foundation 15% / Higher 15%

These strands build on the topics covered in Years 7 and 8.
During the course the students will cover the required elements from all 6 strands. Students are now required to answer more
multi step questions where the way they present their answers will be judged and students must show all their working.
The increased emphasis on the use of a calculator within the course means it is imperative that every student has their own
scientific calculator from the start of Year 9.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Examination:
There are 3 terminal examination papers: 1 Non-calculator paper and 2 Calculator papers, each 1 hour 30 minutes in length.
Assessment:
Students will be assessed every half term with a past exam paper to give a full picture of their strengths and weaknesses.
Students are expected to be fully equipped every lesson. Students must ensure they have a pen, a pencil, a ruler, a protractor,
a pair of compasses and a scientific calculator.
GCSE MATHEMATICS WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Access many career paths such as Engineering, Accountancy and Finance

•

Develop a key life skill and a requirement for every avenue beyond Year 11
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead: Mr J Hopkins

JHopkins@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
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SCIENCE (COMBINED)
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8464

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
This course combines equal content from the science subjects of biology, physics and chemistry to provide an overall
qualification equivalent to 2 GCSEs. It replaces the GCSE Core and GCSE Additional Science courses.
Biology:
Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and
evolution; Ecology.
Chemistry:
Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical
changes; Energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the
atmosphere; Using resources.
Physics:
Forces; Energy; Waves; Electricity; Magnetism and electromagnetism; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
There are six examination papers taken in the final year: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will
assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas and will be 1 hour 15 minutes in length. Questions will be
multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. There is also increased emphasis on numerical
calculations. Formulae that had previously been given to students on a help sheet during examinations will now need to be
memorised. Each paper will contribute 16.7% to the final overall grade.
GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE (TRILOGY) WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop their understanding of the physical and living world around them

•

Understand the latest developments in medicine and engineering

•

Be able to design, implement, test, analyse and evaluate scientific experiments

•

Become independent learners with an awareness of the moral, social, cultural and legal implications of scientific
developments

•

Provide progression onto Level 3 science qualifications in the Sixth Form.
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr L Lungley

LLungley@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Biology Lead:

Mr G Belfield

GBelfield@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Chemistry Lead:

Mrs M Clayfield

MClayfield@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Physics Lead and Second in Faculty: Mrs T Stanyer

TStanyer@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464

CORE SUBJECTS
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (CORE)
Exam Board: Non-Examined Subject

Specification: KS4 National Curriculum

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
This course will provide a variety of experiences and activities which are tailored to meet the needs of the group. Students will
tackle complex and demanding physical activities. They will be involved in a range of activities that develops personal fitness
and promotes an active, healthy lifestyle. The curriculum for physical education aims to ensure that all students develop
competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities, and are physically active for sustained periods of time. It also
ensures they engage in competitive sports and activities and helps them lead healthy, active lives.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
There is no external assessment of this course. Internal assessment will focus on:
•

Using and developing a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in team and individual games.

•

Developing their technique and improving their performance in other competitive sports.

•

Take part in further outdoor and adventurous activities in a range of environments which present intellectual and physical
challenges and which encourage students to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to solve problems,
either individually or as a group.

•

Evaluating their performances compared and demonstrating improvement across a range of physical activities to achieve
their personal best

•

Taking part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or sports clubs.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - CORE WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…

•

Develop their own practical ability in a range of sporting areas

•

Develop their own personal fitness levels

•

Improve their leadership and organisational skills

•

Evaluate and improve their performance

•

Devise tactics and strategies.
CONTACTS

Faculty/Subject Lead:

Mr C Stephens

CStephens@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study
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“It is increasingly clear to me that you,
the staff, the parents and the pupils
are all working hard, together, to
create a very special atmosphere at
the school.”
____________

PARENT
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ART & DESIGN (FINE ART)
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8202

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
In Component 1 and Component 2, students are required to work in one or more area(s) of Fine Art, such as: drawing,
painting, sculpture, installation, lens/light-based media, photography and the moving image, printmaking, mixed media and
land art. They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas.
Component 1 (portfolio): students develop responses to initial starting points, project briefs or specified tasks and realise
intentions informed by research, the development and refinement of ideas and meaningful engagement with selected sources.
Responses will include evidence of drawing for different purposes and needs and written annotation.
Component 2 (externally set assignment): students respond to a starting point provided by AQA. This response provides
evidence of the student’s ability to work independently within specified time constraints, realise intentions that are personal
and meaningful and explicitly address the requirements of all four assessment objectives.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all GCSE Art and Design specifications and all exam
boards.
The exams and non-exam assessment will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.
Component 1 = 60%, Component 2 = 40% of total marks
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and
processes.
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realizes intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual
language.
GCSE ART CRAFT & DESIGN IS USEFUL TO STUDENTS BECAUSE…
•

You will enjoy learning about art, histories and cultures.

•

All employers are looking for creative thinking individuals who can take measured risks, which the subject teaches. GCSE
Fine Art is not just about developing skills in art production but more importantly, the skills to generate and develop ideas,
and communicate these visually.

•

A GCSE in Fine Art opens doors for A-Levels in Art & Design specialisms and Foundation Degrees.
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr P Chapman

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mrs C Dolan

CDolan@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206

OPTIONS
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BUSINESS STUDIES
Exam Board: EDUQAS

Specification: 603/0305/0

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
This specification is designed to deepen students’ understanding of the way in which businesses operate in a dynamic,
changing and competitive environment.
This understanding is rooted in current business theory and practice and reflects the integrated nature of organisations and
their decision-making processes. Student will study business frameworks and entrepreneurship, human resource planning,
producing goods and services, businesses customers and business finance.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
The course is assessed through 2 written examination papers
Written Paper 1 62.5% (2 hours):
One paper, which targets the full range of GCSE grades. It contains compulsory short-answer questions and compulsory
questions based on stimulus material. Some of these questions require extended writing and assess the quality of written
communication.
Written Paper 2 37.5% (1 hour):
One paper, which involves the analysis of a case study, using data response questions covering all of the specification
content.
GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Actively engage in the study of business and to develop as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective
thinkers with enquiring minds

•

Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts from opinion and to build arguments and make informed
judgements

•

Develop and apply their knowledge and understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a range of national, local and
international contexts

•

Appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in relation to business and economic activities

•

Consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and sustainable.
CONTACTS

Faculty/Subject Lead:

Mr P Chapman

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/business/gcse/
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OPTIONS

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Exam Board: OCR

Specification: J276

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Unit 1 - Computer Systems:
This is the main theory part of the course that covers the basics of computer systems, including computer architecture,
network topologies, system security, and system software as well as ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns.
Unit 2 - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming:
In this unit, students learn about how to construct algorithms to solve a wide range of problems; the unit also covers data
representation, translators and computing languages.
Unit 3 - Programming project:
For this unit, students plan, design, write, test and evaluate programs in Python that solve problems set by the exam board.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Unit 1 Written paper:
This exam paper covers the main theory component of the course. It includes a mixture of short and long answer questions.
The exam is worth 50% of the final mark and lasts 1½ hours.
Unit 2 Written paper:
In this exam paper, students have to answer questions that show their understanding of basic coding structures, including
writing algorithms in pseudocode. The exam is worth 50% of the final mark and lasts 1½ hours.
Unit 3 Programming project:
Candidates write a series of programs in response to a task set by OCR. This assignment is moderated by OCR but does not
form part of the final grade.
GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop their understanding of new and emerging technologies

•

Write computer programs with a wide range of coding structures

•

Be able to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate solutions to complex coding problems

•

Become independent and discerning users of ICT, with an awareness of the moral, social, cultural and legal implications of
technology.
CONTACTS

Faculty/Subject Lead: Mr P Chapman

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
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DANCE
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8236

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Component 1 - Performance and choreography (practical)
Performance:

Set phrases through solo performance (approx. one minute in duration) and a duet/trio performance
(three and a half minutes duration)

Choreography: Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or a group dance for two or five
dancers (three to three and a half minutes)
Component 2 – Dance Appreciation (written)
•

Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills

•

Critical appreciation of own work

•

Critical appreciation of professional works
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE

The course is assessed through 2 written examination papers
Component 1 - Performance and choreography (practical):
Performance:

30% of GCSE , 40 marks (15 marks for set phrases and 25 marks for duet/trio performance)

Choreography:

30% of GCSE, 40 marks

Total component:

60%

Internally marked and externally moderated
Component 2 - Dance Appreciation (written):
Written Exam: 1 ½ hours, 40% of GCSE, 80 marks.
Questions will be based on students’ own practice in performance and choreography as well as various
professional dance works.
GCSE DANCE WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop their social, moral, spiritual and cultural skills

•

Develop confidence and creativity

•

Learn how to work both individually and as a group

•

Develop their performance and choreographic ability

•

Learn how to analyse professional dance works
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr C Stephens

CStephens@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Miss L Gunter

LGunter@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236
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OPTIONS

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8552

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
GCSE Design & Technology replaces the old Resistant Materials and Graphic Products courses and includes similar content
from both in one single GCSE.
The first two years of this GCSE will be spent developing your designing and making skills and technical knowledge in
preparation for the two units that you will be assessed on for your final GCSE grade:
•

Paper 1: Written Exam

•

Non-Exam Assessment – A substantial ‘Design & Make’ task.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE

Paper 1 – Assessing your knowledge of:
•

Core technical principles

•

Specialist technical principles

•

Designing and making principles
Written exam: 2 hours, 100 marks, 50% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment (NEA) – Assessing your practical application of:
•

Core technical principles

•

Specialist technical principles

•

Designing and making principles
Non-exam assessment (NEA): 30–35 hours approximately, 100 marks, 50% of GCSE
GCSE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…

•

Develop creative designing and making skills

•

Make use of cutting-edge technology such as laser cutters and 3D printers

•

Understand about new and emerging developments in designing

•

Develop links with real-world designing and manufacturing
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr P Chapman

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Leads:

Mr J Ransted

JRansted@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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DIGITAL IT
Exam Board: Edexcel

Specification: Level 2, 600/6627/1

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
The Cambridge Nationals course in Creative iMedia are media sector-focused, including film, television, web development,
gaming and animation, and have IT at their heart. It provides knowledge in a number of key areas in this field from preproduction skills to digital animation and have a motivating, hands-on approach to both teaching and learning.
Unit 1: Pre-production skills (Written paper) - 1 hour 15 minutes
This unit will enable learners to understand pre-production skills used in the creative and digital media sector. It will develop
their understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques that form part of the planning and
creation process.
Unit 2: Creating digital graphics (Centre assessed task)
The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative and digital media sector.
They will learn where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques are involved in their creation.
Unit 3: Creating a multipage website (Centre assessed task)
Multipage websites are the basis of internet content and are therefore used extensively in the creative digital media sector,
whether for mobile phones or computers in all their forms. This unit will enable learners to understand the basics of creating
multipage websites and to demonstrate their creativity by combining components to create a functional, intuitive and
aesthetically pleasing website.
There will also be one further optional unit, which may well be the following:
R090: Digital photography
In this unit learners will learn about different types of digital photographic equipment, features and settings used in digital
photography, how to plan a photo shoot and how to present their portfolios.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
One written exam – 1 ½ hour hours plus 3x coursework units
BTEC CREATIVE iMEDIA WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Be equipped with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to design and make effective digital products for
others to use

•

Foster creativity and develop independent learning skills

•

Be equipped with professional, real-world skills in planning, project management and communication
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr P Chapman

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/115888-specification.pdf
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OPTIONS

DRAMA
Exam Board: Eduqas

Specification: 8236

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Component 1 – Devising Theatre (practical):
Students learn how to create and develop ideas to communicate meaning in a devised theatrical performance. Students learn
how to contribute to devised drama in a live theatre context for an audience. Students contribute as either a performer or
designer.
Component 2 - Performing from a Text (practical):
Students learn how to contribute to text-based drama in a live theatre context for an audience. Students perform or create
realised designs for two extracts from one play which contrasts to the set play studied in Component 3 in terms of genre.
Component 3 - Interpreting Theatre (written exam):
Students study and explore practically one set play. Students develop knowledge and understanding of the characteristics
and context of the play, they explore how the play may be interpreted practically. Students also learn how to analyse and
evaluate the work of live theatre makers.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Component 1: Devising Theatre (practical worth 40% of the final grade): Internally assessed and externally moderated
Devising log and evaluation to accompany devised performance
Component 2: Performing from a text (practical worth 20% of the final grade): Externally assessed by visiting examiner
Performance of Extract 1 and Extract 2
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre (Written exam lasting 1 ½ hours and worth 40% of the final grade): Externally
assessed examiner
Section A: A series of questions on a given extract from the set play
Section B: A question (from a choice of two) on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production
GCSE DRAMA WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Learn to collaborate with others, think analytically and evaluate effectively

•

Gain the confidence to pursue their own ideas, reflect and refine their efforts

•

Emerge with a toolkit of transferable skills, applicable both in further studies and in the workplace.
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr C Stephens

CStephens@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Ms J Johnson

JJohnson@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261
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ENGINEERING
Exam Board: Pearson

Specification: BTEC Tech Award in Engineering Level 1/Level 2

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
The Engineering course is designed for learners who wish to gain technical skills and understanding related to the engineering
sector.
The award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector specific knowledge and skills in four key areas:
•

Development of key engineering practical and technical skills such as research, observation, measurement, making, using
Computer Aided Design and disassembly

•

Knowledge of key engineering sectors (mechanical, electrical and design)

•

Knowledge of the stages involved in planning and implementing an engineering project

•

Knowledge and skills involved in the investigation of solutions to engineering problems.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE

Learners are required to complete three components to gain the qualification.
Two internal assessments:
•

Exploring Engineering Sectors and Design Applications

•

Investigating an Engineering Brief

One externally assessed unit:
•

Responding to an Engineering Brief
BTEC ENGINEERING WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…

•

Develop an interest in engineering

•

Develop excellent problem-solving and communication skills

•

Work both as part of a team and independently

•

Develop technical and practical skills highly sought after by employers

•

Pursue a career in the engineering industry
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr L Lungley

LLungley@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mrs N Wilkin-Mead

NWilkinMead@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/engineering.html
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OPTIONS

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION
Exam Board: OCR

Specification: J309

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Section A - Food preparation and nutrition
This is a theory component of the course that looks at the relationship between diet and health, nutritional dietary needs of
different groups of people, the effect of macronutrients and micronutrients as well as other main sources of nutrition required
to maintain a healthy diet.
Section B - Food Provenance and Food Choice
Students will study how food is grown and processed including the moral and ethical issues involved in the production of
today’s food. Students will study the latest technical developments used within the food industry to support better health and
food production.
Section C - Cooking and Food Preparation
Students will investigate areas such as why food is cooked and how preparation and cooking methods affect the nutritional
value of food. Other areas of investigation will look at the sensory properties of food including the importance of sight, taste
and touch.
Section D - Skills Requirements: Preparation and Cooking Techniques
Students will acquire knife skills, preparation and techniques plus the application of various cooking techniques such as the
use of chemical raising agents used in self-raising flour and the aesthetic qualities involved in the presentation of food.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Food Preparation and Nutrition
This exam paper covers the main theory component of the course. It includes a mixture of short and long answer questions.
The exam is worth 50% of the final mark and lasts 1½ hours.
Food Investigation Task (15%)
This task assesses the scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.
Food Preparation Task (35%)
This task assesses the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food.
GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Food Preparation and Nutrition is a new, exciting, up-to-date qualification that is relevant to the world of
food today. This qualification aims to equip learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply
the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating.
CONTACTS
Faculty Lead:

Mr P Chapman

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mrs C Thomas

CThomas@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-food-preparation-and-nutrition-j309-from-2016/
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GEOGRAPHY
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8035 Draft

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
The course is based on 3 compulsory units of work, which explore some different aspects of the subject:
Unit 1 - Living with the physical environment
3.1.1 Section A: The challenge of natural hazards
3.1.2 Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK
3.1.3 Section C: The living world
Unit 2 - Challenges in the human environment
3.2.1 Section A: Urban issues and challenges
3.2.2 Section B: The changing economic world
3.2.3 Section C: The challenge of resource management
Unit 3 - Geographical applications
3.3.1 Section A: Issue evaluation
3.1.2 Section B: Fieldwork
Geographical skills
3.4 Geographical skills
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment [1 ½ hours / 35% of GCSE]
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment [1 ½ hours / 35% of GCSE]
Paper 3: Geographical applications [1 hour 15 min / 30% of GCSE]
GCSE GEOGRAPHY WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
This exciting and relevant course studies geography in a balanced framework of physical and human themes and investigates
the link between them.
Students will travel the world from the classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom (UK), newly emerging
economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).
Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable
resource use. Students are also encouraged to understand their role in society.
CONTACTS
Faculty Lead:

Mr S Jennings

SJennings@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mr A Jones

AJones@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/introduction
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OPTIONS

HAIR & BEAUTY
Exam Board: VTCT (Vocational Training Charitable Trust)

Specification: 601/0556/2

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
The course is made up of two mandatory units and two optional units:
Unit 1: Understanding the hair and beauty sector
Unit 2: Hair and beauty research project
Unit 5: Hair and beauty science
Unit 6: Responding to a hair and beauty design brief
You will have 10 lessons over two weeks where you will cover aspects of the different units. Although there are practical
elements to the course there is a strong academic focus, too.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
The course is based mostly on internal assessment work, but there is also an external examination. There will be a wide range
of learning styles used during the course, for example oral assignments, projects, presentations, practical work, visits, outside
speakers. It is recommended that your Year 10 work experience week is in a hair or beauty related industry.
BTEC HAIR AND BEAUTY WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop an interest in hairdressing or beauty therapy

•

Develop excellent communication skills

•

Present themselves to a high professional standard

•

Work both as part of a team and independently

•

Complete a variety of written assignments and projects

•

Pursue a career in the hair and beauty industry
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr P Chapman

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mrs S Wells

SWells@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
Hairdressing and beauty therapy is an extremely popular vocational area that many young people are enthused by and aspire
to work within. The qualification aims to use the hair and beauty sector to develop learners more broadly, so they are
sufficiently prepared and equipped with the knowledge, understanding and skills to pursue a career of any context. The
qualification will also provide a sound basis for progression onto further hairdressing and beauty therapy qualifications,
apprenticeships or the workplace.
http://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/qual.php?qual=AM20530

OPTIONS

35

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Exam Board: Edexcel

Specification: BTEC Level 1/ 2 First Certificate

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
The first core unit of this qualification, which is externally assessed, provides learners with a solid foundation in human
lifespan development. Learners will also gain an appreciation of the importance of health and social care values in the sector
from the second core unit.
This qualification is intended for Level 2 learners, with Level 1 achievement possible, where appropriate, for some learners.
This qualification also supports the GCSE English and mathematics criteria to help improve learners’ literacy and numeracy.
This qualification contains a range of optional specialist units, to accommodate a wide range of learners’ needs and interests,
from Unit 5: Promoting Health and Wellbeing to Unit 8: Individual Rights in Health and Social Care.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Health and Social Care is taught over 120 guided learning hours (GLH). It has
core and optional specialist units.
Learners must complete the two core units, and two optional units to reach a total of 120 GLH.
Core Unit Assessments
1. Human Lifespan Development - External assessment 30 GLH (Guided Learning Hours) – 25% of the unit
2. Health and Social Care Values - Internal assessment 30 GLH – 25% of the unit
Optional Specialist
3. Effective Communication - Internal assessment 30 GLH - 25% of the unit
4. Promoting Health and Wellbeing - Internal assessment 30 GLH – 25% of the unit
BTEC HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the health and social care sector

•

Achieve a more focused understanding of health and social care through the selection of optional specialist units

•

Have the opportunity to develop a range of personal skills and techniques, through the selection of units that are essential
for successful performance in working life

•

Achieve a nationally recognised Level 1/Level 2 Health and Social Care qualification

•

Progress into a more specialised Level 3 vocational or academic course or into an apprenticeship
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr P Chapman

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Miss L Gunter

LGunter@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/health-and-social-care-2009.html
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OPTIONS

HISTORY
Exam Board: WJEC

Specification: Eduqas 9-1 in History

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Component 1 ( British Depth Study): The Elizabethan Age 1558-1603
This component covers Elizabethan government, life in the Elizabethan Age and religion.
Component 2 (non- British Depth Study): The USA : A Nation Of Contrasts 1910-1929
This component looks at immigration, organised crime and corruption. The changing role of women and developing popular
entertainment are also studied, as well as the economic ‘boom and bust’ of the 1920s.
Component 3 (Period Study) : The Development Of Germany 1919-1991
This component looks at the rise of the Nazi Party and how it took control of Germany by 1934. The issue of the changing lives
of the German people is examined up to the end of the Second World War and then how Germany divided in to East and
West. We also study Cold War relations and how, following the collapse of Communism, Germany eventually reunified.
Component 4 (Thematic Study) : Changes In Crime And Punishment in Britain c. 500- present
This component looks at the main causes of crime and how they have changed over time, as well as changing methods of
punishment. The course also requires the study of a specified area of historical interest within the topic. For examination in
2020 and 2021 this area is Botany Bay and the settlement of criminals in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Component 1 and Component 2
Written papers:

2 hours - Two papers of 1 hour each
It counts for 50% of qualification and 100 marks (plus 6 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)

Component 3 and Component 4
Written papers:

2 hours - Two papers: 45 minutes for the Period Study; 1 hour 15 minutes for the Thematic Study
It counts for 50% of the qualification and 100 marks (plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)

GCSE HISTORY WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop their understanding of events in the past and how they relate to the present

•

Develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, history and an understanding of its intrinsic value and significance

•

Acquire an understanding of different identities, including their own, within a society and an appreciation of social, cultural,
religious and ethnic diversity

•

Improve as effective, independent and resilient learners and as critical and reflective thinkers through a process of
historical enquiry
CONTACTS

Faculty/Subject Lead:

Mr S Jennings

SJennings@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/
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MEDIA STUDIES
Exam Board: Eduqas (WJEC)

Specification: GCSE 4810

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
The key media ideas of media language, representations, industries and audiences will be explored across a range of print
and moving image media including film, radio, television, video games, music video and magazines as well as new media
platforms such as websites.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
There are 2 forms of assessment:
Non-exam assessment:
[30% of the Final Grade]
This will take the form of a creative response to a production brief issued to students at the end of Year 10.
Recent assessments for GCSE Media Studies have covered topics such as sci-fi films, promotion and marketing of video
games, television crime drama, music videos and charity advertisements.
Two Written Examinations:
[70% total of the Final Grade]
Both exams taken in the summer of Year 11. The papers will assess knowledge and understanding of a wide variety of
both set and unseen media texts.
GCSE MEDIA STUDIES WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Become a critical reader in our media-saturated culture

•

Analyse and discuss representations of social groups

•

Create new media texts, challenging existing stereotypes

•

Develop photography and video editing skills as well as transferable skills of team working and delivering presentations

•

Share their passion for film, music, gaming and television with others
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Miss T Scanlon

TScanlon@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Miss S Leonard

SLeonard@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/gcse/
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OPTIONS

MUSIC (GCSE)
Exam Board: Eduqas

Specification: C660QS

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Component 1 - Performing:
This is the practical aspect of the course and requires both solo and ensemble performing skills. Students can perform any
pieces they choose from any genre of music on their chosen instrument or voice.
Component 2 - Composing:
In this section of the course the students will develop their composing skills in a variety of styles and genres and work to
create two independent compositions by the end of the course.
Component 3 - Appraising:
In this unit, students will study music from across four centuries covering many different genres. They will have to learn about
eight set works in depth developing their listening, written and analytical skills.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Component 1 – Performing: 30% of the final grade
Students will submit two performances which will last no longer than four minutes in total. One is a solo piece and one is an
ensemble performance.
Component 2 – Composing: 30% of the final grade
Students have to submit two compositions. One is free choice and one is written to a set brief. The compositions must last for
a minimum of three minutes in total.
Component 3 – Appraising: 40% of the final grade
The students will sit an exam lasting 1 hour and 15 minutes. The students will be examined on their knowledge of the set
works alongside general musical listening and appraisal skills.
GCSE MUSIC WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop performance skills and increase self-confidence through different performance opportunities

•

Compose original music in a range of styles using traditional instruments and music technology

•

Develop social and team-working skills and exercise creativity

•

Think critically and analyse and appraise a wide range of music
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr C Stephens

CStephens@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mrs C Walden

CWalden@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/gcse/
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY & PRODUCTION (BTEC)
Exam Board: Person BTEC

Specification: QN (603/2948/8)

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
These are the units that you will study:
Exploring Music Production
In this unit, students will explore all types of music through practical workshops and activities. This will allow students to
experiment with different recording, mixing and mastering techniques all of which are used in the professional music industry.
Music Production
Students will build on the knowledge and skills developed in Exploring Music Production. Students will continue to develop
their technical and musical skills using Digital Audio Workstation software while exploring how its functions can assist
creation and management of musical projects.
Sound Design for Media
Media companies, from television and film to the games industry, demand employees who can create and edit sound for their
products. Students will explore the technology and processes involved in creating sound design for a media product. Students
will develop the skills needed to work with microphones and music software and will be able to create authentic and
appropriate sounds.
Self Promotion in the Music Industry
Students will build a portfolio that will act as promotional material and a professional and personal marketing tool. This unit
will enable students to collate, organise and present their own work in order to gain successful and sustained employment.
Music Project
The music industry needs employees who are creative. The ability to generate original ideas and undertake creative processes
are vital ingredients for work in the music industry. This unit provides a context for learners to showcase the creativity,
knowledge and skills that they have developed throughout their course.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
This qualification is modular. Each unit is individually assessed and will be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction depending on
achievement. The units will be assessed internally and then will be externally moderated. Students will be assessed on
coursework, recording techniques and mixing skills learnt throughout the course. There is no final written exam for this course.
GCSE MUSIC WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop technical skills that enable them to produce, promote and record music.

•

Gain essential skills in creative and analytical thinking

•

Compose original music in a range of styles using music technology

•

Develop social and team-working skills and exercise creativity

•

Think critically and analyse and appraise a wide range of music
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr C Stephens

CStephens@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mrs C Walden

CWalden@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC%20Technicals/music-production/2018/specification-andsample-assessments/Spec_BTEC-Level-2-Technical-Diploma-in-Music-issue-2.pdf
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PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8062

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
The course is divided into Religious Beliefs and an application of these to Philosophy and Ethics.
Students will study Christianity and Buddhism and apply their core beliefs to four units:
•

Religion and Relationships

•

Religion and Life

•

Religion, Peace and Conflict

•

Religion, Crime and Punishment
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE

Religious Beliefs:
Each of the two religions chosen is examined by TWO 5-part compulsory questions (24 marks each question). There will be
one question for each topic for each religion (four in total)
Exam: 1 hour 45 mins – 96 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG)
Philosophy and Ethics Themes:
Each of the four themes chosen is examined by TWO 5-part compulsory questions (24 marks each question). There will be
four questions in total.
Exam: 1 hour 45 mins – 96 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG)
GCSE PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop their awareness of major world religions

•

Understand the differences in religious beliefs and cultures and apply these to a number of relevant, modern issues

•

Become a well-rounded individual who can show empathy and understanding towards those of other religious beliefs

•

Be able to show an awareness of the moral, social, cultural and spiritual differences within our community and beyond
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr S Jennings

SJennings@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Miss K Green

KGreen@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Exam Board: OCR

Specification: J587 (9-1)

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
The content of the OCR GCSE (9–1) in Physical Education is divided into three components. Each component is further sub
divided into topic areas:
Component 1: Physical factors affecting performance
1.1 Applied anatomy and physiology
1.2 Physical training
Component 2: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology
2.1 Socio-cultural influences
2.2 Sports psychology
2.3 Health, fitness and well-being
Component 3: Performance in physical education (Non-Examined Assessment)
Performance of three activities taken from the two approved lists; one from the ‘individual’ list, one from the ‘team’ list, one
other from either list
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
1: Applied anatomy and physiology and physical training
This is a 1 hour paper with 60 marks available. (30% of total GCSE)
2: Socio-cultural influences, sports psychology and health, fitness and well-being
This is another 1 hour paper with 60 marks available. (30% of total GCSE)
3: Practical activity assessment and evaluating and analysing performance (AEP)
This is the practical assessment and is worth 80 marks. (40% of total GCSE)
GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics,
strategies and compositional ideas

•

Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity

•

Understand the contribution which physical activity makes to health, fitness and well-being

•

Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement in physical activity and sport
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr C Stephens

CStephens@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mr A Ballantine

ABallantine@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-physical-education-j587-from-2016/
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PSYCHOLOGY
Exam Board: OCR

Specification: Full Course

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Unit 1: Making sense of other people
Memory: This includes different theories of memory, explanations of why we forget and factors that affect memory recall
during eye witness testimony
Criminal behaviour: Are people born criminals or do we learn this behaviour? How can what we know be used to prevent
people breaking the law?
Social influence: Why do we follow authority figures? How could this be applied to schools, prisons and the army to improve
obedience?
Research Methods: Methods of investigation, control, data analysis and Ethical issues
Unit 2: Understanding other people
Psychological problems: Mental health problems, including schizophrenia, depression, phobias
Cognitive development: How do we develop our mental processes? How do babies think differently to us and learn language?
Sleep and dreaming: What happens when we sleep? Why is it important to sleep? We look at the stages of sleep and sleep
disorders and their causes.
Research Methods: Methods of investigation, control, data analysis and ethical issues.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Unit 1: This is a written paper that covers 4 core topics. It is 1 ½ hours and is worth 50% of the course.
Unit 2: This is a written paper that covers 4 core topics. It is 1 ½ hours and is worth 50% of the course.
Please note there is no coursework in GCSE Psychology.
GCSE PSYCHOLOGY WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Form a foundation for A-Level Psychology

•

Build their analytical and research skills

•

Design their own psychology experiments to try on peers and form conclusions

•

Understand the world around them and how to put knowledge into practice – such as memory techniques to improve
study skills

•

Understand mental health
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr S Jennings

SJennings@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Miss R Hughes

RHughes@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/psychology-j203-from-2017/
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SCIENCE (TRIPLE)
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: Draft 8461, 8462, 8463

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
These are three separate GCSE courses. Students study the same content as the Combined Science (Trilogy) course, but learn
additional content in each of the following areas of study:
Biology:
Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and
evolution; Ecology.
Chemistry:
Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical
changes; Energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the
atmosphere.
Physics:
Forces; Energy; Waves; Electricity; Magnetism and electromagnetism; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Each separate science GCSE subject is assessed on two examination papers, totaling six papers to be taken in the final year.
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas and will be 1 hour 45 minutes in length.
Questions will be multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. There will also be increased emphasis
on numerical calculations. Formulae that had previously been given to students on a help sheet during examinations will now
need to be memorised. Each paper will contribute 50% to the final overall grade for the separate science subjects.
GCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop their understanding of the physical and living world around them

•

Understand the latest developments in medicine and engineering

•

Be able to design, implement, test, analyse and evaluate scientific experiments

•

Become independent learners with an awareness of the moral, social, cultural and legal implications of scientific
developments

•

Provide progression on to Level 3 science qualifications in the Sixth Form
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr L Lungley

PChapman@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Biology Lead:

Mr G Belfield

JRansted@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Chemistry Lead: Mrs M Clayfield

MClayfield@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Physics Lead:

TStanyer@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Mrs T Stanyer

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
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SOCIOLOGY
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8192

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Sociology explores, analyses and critiques a broad range of social and cultural practices, theories, processes and key events
using statistics, quantitative and qualitative methodology, demographic and content analysis and many other means.
Sociology bridges the academic divide between arts and sciences; offering students the opportunity to develop a broad
understanding of society combined with rigorous statistical and scientific research methods.
Students study a broad range of social structures such as families, schools, religious beliefs and crime, as well as developing
their understanding of theories about society such as functionalism, individualism, political and economic theories.

ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
Two 1 hour 45 minute exams each worth 50% of the GCSE
Paper 1: The sociology of families and education
Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification

GCSE SOCIOLOGY WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop their understanding of society

•

Understand the latest developments in sociological thinking

•

Be able to understand and evaluate competing theories of social organisation and human relationships

•

Become independent learners with an awareness of the moral, social, cultural and legal implications of sociological study

•

Provide progression on to A-level Sociology in the Sixth Form
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr S Jennings

SJennings@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mrs E Clements

EClements@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192
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SPANISH
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8698

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
Spanish GCSE covers three distinct themes: Identity and culture; local, national, international and global areas of interest;
current and future study and employment. These themes apply to all four question papers (Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing). Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these themes relating to their own
experiences and those of other people, including people in countries/communities where Spanish is spoken.
Themes and topics covered:
Identity and Culture
•

Me, my family and friends, technology in everyday life, free-time activities

Local, national, international and global areas of interest
•

Home, town, neighbourhood and region, social issues, global issues, travel and tourism

Current and future study and employment
•

My studies, life at school/college, education post-16, jobs, career choices and ambitions.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE

Students will be assessed at the end of the course. They will be assessed on speaking, listening, reading and writing. Students
can be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same tier for all four skills. The content of
the exams will be based on the themes studied during the course. The questions and answers will be in a mixture of English
and Spanish.
Paper 1 - Listening:

25% of overall GCSE

35/45 minutes in duration (Foundation/Higher)

Paper 2 - Speaking:

25% of overall GCSE

7-12 minutes in duration + preparation time (Foundation/Higher)

Paper 3 - Reading:

25% of overall GCSE

45/60 minutes in duration (Foundation/Higher)

Paper 4 - Writing:

25% of overall GCSE

60/85 minutes in duration (Foundation/Higher)

GCSE SPANISH WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Develop a solid grounding in the language and culture of Spain and Spanish speaking communities

•

Improve employability and further study prospects through the development of highly sought-after skills such as selfdiscipline, communication, team-working, working under pressure, patience and attention to detail

•

Develop a wider appreciation of different cultures, languages and ways of seeing the world

•

Improve the quality of their written and spoken English
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Miss T Scanlon

TScanlon@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Teacher:

Ms J Hurley

JHurley@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698
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SPORT (BTEC)
Exam Board: AQA

Specification: 8698

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
This vocational course gives you the opportunity to complete assignments and activities based on realistic situations linked to
working in the Sport and Leisure industry.
The course will involve 120 Guided Learning Hours (GLH) from 2 compulsory units - Health and Fitness for Sport and
Exercise and Practical Sports performance. You will also study 2 more 30 (GLH) optional units to complete your 120 (GLH).
These units are Leading Sports Activities and Training for Personal Fitness.
The Health and Fitness Units will allow the learner to understand the importance of personal fitness and the factors that
influence fitness. The Practical Sports Unit focuses on developing and improving your own practical sports performance. This
is achieved through your active participation in practical activities and reflection on your own performance and that of other
sports performers.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
There is only one external examination as part of the BTEC course for Health and Fitness for Sport and Exercise Unit.
This is on online test worth 25% of the overall grade.
All three other units will be assessed through completing coursework and teacher witness statements.
These make up the remaining 75% of the overall grade.
BTEC SPORT WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Gain an insight into working in the Sport and Leisure Industry

•

Have an ideal stepping stone to A-Level PE or BTEC Sport Level 3 in the Sixth Form

•

Develop their practical ability in a range of sporting areas

•

Improve their communication, teamwork, ICT and time management skills

•

Develop their personal fitness levels
CONTACTS

Faculty Lead:

Mr C Stephens

CStephens@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

Subject Lead:

Mr B Jones

BJones@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/sport-2012-nqf.html
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TRAVEL & TOURISM
Exam Board: Edexcel

Specification: Level 2 First Award (600/6152/6)

STATUS
Core

Option

Ebacc

GCSE

BTEC

Single

Double

CONTENT OF THE COURSE
This vocational course gives you the opportunity to complete assignments and activities based on realistic situations linked to
working in the Travel and Tourism industry.
The course will involve 120 Guided Learning Hours (GLH) from 2 compulsory units:
Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector
Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism Destinations
You will also study 2 more 30 (GLH) optional units to complete your 120 (GLH). These units are:
Unit 4: International Travel and Tourism Destinations
Unit 6: The Travel and Tourism Customer
The Travel and Tourism course provides many varied and exiting career opportunities. The course will also give learners the
potential opportunity, in due course, to enter employment within a wide range of junior job roles across the travel and tourism
sector, for example posts in travel agencies, visitor attractions and the tourist information centre.
ASSESSMENT OF THE COURSE
There is only one external examination as part of the BTEC course for The UK Travel and Tourism Sector. This is an
examination worth 25% of the overall grade.
All three other units will be assessed through completing coursework and teacher witness statements. These make up the
remaining 75% of the overall grade.
BTEC TRAVEL & TOURISM WILL HELP STUDENTS TO…
•

Gain an insight into working in the Travel and Tourism Industry

•

Have an ideal stepping stone to BTEC Level 3 qualifications in the Sixth Form

•

Develop their own practical ability in a range of vocational areas

•

Improve their communication, teamwork, ICT and time management skills

•

Develop their own awareness of the potential opportunities that can be found in the industry
CONTACTS

Faculty/Subject Lead:

Mr C Stephens

CStephens@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/travel-and-tourism-2019.html
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“I would recommend this school
without hesitation and I can only see it
getting better and better.”
____________

PARENT
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CHOOSE YOUR OPTIONS
TDMS students please complete your options choices in school using our online form.
Students from other schools, please complete this form, detach it and return to the
school office.
Please complete your choices by 14th February 2020.
Enter one subject from each block, plus up to two reserve choices. If there are any

Choose your
Options with care

clashes or other problems, please use the comment box below. The online form will be

50
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set out in a similar way.

CHOOSE YOUR OPTIONS
Student Information
Name:

School:
Option Choices
Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

Option D:
Reserve Choices
Reserve 1:

Reserve 2:
Comments

WHERE TO FIND US
The De Montfort School, Four Pools Road, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 1DL
Website
www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk
Telephone
01386 442060
Email
office@tdms.worcs.sch.uk
Public Enquiries
jsampson@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

CHOOSE YOUR OPTIONS
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THE

DE MONTFORT
SCHOOL

UNLOCKING EVERY
CHILD’S POTENTIAL
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